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Roberta Waite, EdD, PMHCNS, ANEF, FADLN, FAAN 

 
Dr. Waite is nationally recognized nursing thought leader with extensive experience in health 

systems and academia.  Her expertise is at the nexus of health equity, social justice, anti-Black 

racism, and mental health. Dr. Waite’s career fuses education, practice, research and 

community through innovative and transformative strategies. As the inaugural dean of the 

relaunched independent Berkely School of Nursing at Georgetown University, she engages with 

stakeholders across contexts to advance the mission and vision of the school and shape the 

future of the nursing profession. She is responsible for academic and operational leadership of 

the school, which is composed of numerous programs including prelicensure, master’s, practice 

doctorates and a PhD program. 

Since joining Georgetown, she has been a transformative leader beginning with increasing 

undergraduate enrollment, launching new pathways to becoming a nurse with the opening of 

an Accelerated Bachelors of Nursing Science (ABSN) Program, leading efforts to establish both a 

Psychiatric Mental Health Nurse Practitioner Post-Graduate Certificate Program and Joint 

Nursing Council with Medstar to strengthen the school’s academic clinical partnership and a 

myriad of enrichment and expansion activities.    

Dr. Waite has served on numerous boards and invited to serve high-profile appointments 

including Trinity Health’s corporate health system board, the Governor’s Think Tank to develop 

guidelines for a Trauma-Informed Commonwealth of PA, content expert for the National 

Commission to Address Racism in Nursing, as well as serving on the Board Directors for Family 

Process Institute, Independence Blue Cross Foundation, and Georgetown MedStar 

Hospital.  She was an inaugural Macy Faculty Scholar and in 2023 she received the President’s 

Lifetime Achievement Award from the National Black Nurses Association.  In 2024, her alma 

mater, the University of Pennsylvania, School of Nursing recognized her with the Outstanding 

Alumni Award for her leadership in advancing the profession of nursing. 

 Dean Waite earned her BSN and EdD in higher education administration leadership from 

Widener University in Chester, Pa., and her MSN in psychiatric mental health nursing from the 

University of Pennsylvania. She then completed a post-doctoral research fellowship focused on 

vulnerable women, children and families at the University of Pennsylvania School of Nursing. 


